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The panchayat enter the house, offer congratulations and
take their leave. . The newly married couple sit by the
Brahman, and some sesame seed, salt and money is brought.
And while the Brahman reads some mantras, the husband
takes a handful of salt, and puts it in the hands of his wife.
She puts it back in the husband's hand ; he again returns it
to her and she places it in a plate. The sesame and money
are similarly measured out. The husband's father, mother
and sisters each measure the salt, sesame seed and rupees
with the wife in the same manner. This is to signify that
henceforward she is a sharer in the grain and wealth of the
family. After an hour or so, the wife's parents and relations
come and take her and her husband and his dnar to their
house for a meal. The wife remains the whole day in her
parent's house.

About 10 o'clock at night  after  the  dinner  is  over, the

father of the wife brings a cocoa-
Consummation of marriage.                  .   .               ,    -     ,       -

nut, hands it over to the husband,

and invites him to break it. This is emblematical of the
father's permission to the consummation of marriage. The
married couple then repair to the bridal chamber, and even
if they are immature and co-habitation cannot take place,
they must still retire to bed in obedience to the custom.

In the morning the husband goes home, but the wife remains
with her parents. The husband visits the wife for the next
two or three days and spends the night with her in her
parents' house. Both families give cooked food to their kin
according to their means.

On the 5th night the ceremony of chhanar is performed.
The wife's parents cut a kandl twig, bring it home and place
it by the th&ni. The families assemble, the Brahman performs
Gancska piijd^ all present throw rice over the kandi^ and the
dnar strikes the kandi seven blows with his sword ; a thick
sweet bread is broken in a plate, pieces served to.all present,
and the marriage cord (kangan) taken off the bridal couple*
The guests then take - leave, each making a small present
of cash.